GEOCACHE-A-FOREST – INSTRUCTIONS

Acer palmatum 'atropurpureum'
Japanese Red Maple

Choosing the Location
In choosing a location for your plant - most Red Bloodgood Japanese Maples prefer some shade.
This helps protect the foliage from the harshest summer light. But in order to develop their deep reds 
that they are known for, these plants need direct sunlight for at least a portion of the day. They are 
called “understory” plants that need partial shade in order to thrive.

The root system is not a deep taproot variety, rather it consists of a fibrous root network that stays
 in the upper levels of the soil. As with any tree, its roots over time will get deeper and deeper.

Even though the roots of your Japanese Maple tree will stay more towards the surface level, these plants are fairly non-competitive. 
They will still grow well even when surrounded by an abundance of other plants and foliage.


Growing Japanese Maples from Seeds

1. Store your seeds in a cool dry place until you are read to start stratifying them. A paper bag or envelope stored in your garage is fine.
2. Select the date you would like to plant your seedlings outside. This should be after the danger of frost has past in the spring. Here in zone 5, northern Ohio May15th is usually a safe bet.
2. Count backwards 90 days from your planting date. With a planting date of may 15th, February 15th would be the day you want to start stratifying your seeds.
3. Stratifying is the process of tricking the seeds into thinking that they have gone through a natural cold, damp period outside. Break the wing off your seeds, and soak them in warm to hot water overnight. Use hot tap water, put the seeds in the water, then just let the water cool to room temperature with the seeds soaking in the water for 24 hours.
4. Next place the seeds in a plastic freezer bag in damp sand, peat, vermiculite, whatever you happen to have on hand. Any of these things will work. The medium you use should be damp, not soaking wet. Poke a few holes in the bag. Place the bag in your refrigerator. Do not put the bag too far back in your fridge where the seeds might freeze, you don’t want it quite that cold.
5. The bag should remain in the fridge for 90 days. Or until the seeds start to sprout. Check the bag once a week after 60 days or so. Once sprouting begins you can pick the sprouted seeds from the bag and plant them in a flat of well drained potting soil. Make sure the soil is well drained. If you’re not sure, mix in some perlite before planting. When you water the soil you want the water to run through the soil quickly.
6. When planting the sprouted seeds in the flat just barely cover the seed and the sprouted root with soil.
7. Water thoroughly after planting, but allow the soil to dry almost completely before watering again. It’s important that the soil temperature stay as close to 70 degrees F. as possible, that’s why you allow the soil to dry before watering again. A lamp shining on the flat will help to warm the soil.
8. If after 90 days your seeds are not sprouting in the bag, just sow them in a flat and treat as described in step 6.
9. Once your seedlings start to grow they’ll need sunlight to develop properly. If you have any question visit the http://www.freeplants.com message board with your questions.


Planting Your Japanese Maple Tree

    * The hole should be dug slightly larger than the root system of the plant.
    * To help the roots establish themselves quickly, it helps to mix the soil with an organic compost (conifer bark mulch, rhododendron 
    or azalea planting mix or rose compost). This is recommended but not necessarily needed.
    * The root collar of the plant, the ground line on the stem where the young plant was grown, should be level with the ground surface.

 o Exception- If you have clay soil, dig your hole rather shallow, so that the root system is partly above the ground. When filling the hole, the soil should be mounded up to the root collar to protect the tree from drying out. (If deep holes are dug in heavy soils such as clay, the hole acts like a large iron kettle with no drainage, causing the water to build up, drowning and killing your tree.)

    
Mulching
Mulching around your Japanese Maple helps to maintain a weed free area, minimizes water loss in dry conditions, and provides winter protection for the roots during cold frosts.

    * The ideal mulch bed is a 2in. layer of coarse bark

Watering
    * The “average” amount of water supplied to most common lawn and garden plants should be adequate for your new Japanese Maple Tree
    * During the hot summer months, water your Japanese Maple in early morning or evening. This will help protect against a condition 
    known as “scorching” where the leaves appear to have been burnt by the sun, a condition thought to be brought on by watering in the mid-day sun.

 
Fertilization
   * Japanese maples do not require large amounts of nutrients. If your other lawn and garden plants do well, your Japanese Maple should grow just fine.
    * Any recommended fertilization should use a balanced complete fertilizer for shrubs and trees. This should be applied once a year in early spring, and if possible be applied just before the leaves appear.

Pruning
Your tree will need 2 to 3 years to become firmly established in your lawn or garden. After this period, 
you may begin to prune your tree if desired, although it is not required. 


Ref: Japanese Maples by Gregory Vertrees, Third Edition.
